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Nicolas Bernier Abad. Economist. Policy officer at the European Commission in 
DG Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union (DG 
FISMA).  

Nicolas joined the European Commission in 2002, where he currently works on 
non-financial reporting, the Capital Markets Union and accounting policy in DG 
Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union.  

He managed the adoption of the 2014 Directive on non-financial reporting, and 
currently leads the work on non-binding EC guidelines. Until March 2009 he was 

in DG Trade, and served in the EU team negotiating services and investment in the World Trade Organization 
and in regional negotiations. Before joining the European Commission, he was in the financial department of a 
large multinational company. 

 

Rodrigo Buenaventura. Head of Markets Department at the European 
Securities and Markets Authorities (ESMA).  

Rodrigo is an economist by Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. He started his 
career in Analistas Financieros Internacionales (AFI, a leading financial 
consulting group in Spain) in 1993, as a bond market analyst, then managing 
partner and CEO of the public finance consulting branch.  

He joined the CNMV (the Spanish securities regulator) in 2005 as Head of 
International Affairs, where he was deeply involved in the European legislative 

process and in international cooperation through the Committee of European Securities Regulators (CESR) and 
IOSCO. In 2007 he became Director for Secondary Markets of the CNMV, which covered supervision of trading 
and post-trading infrastructures as well as market abuse supervision. 

In September 2011 he was appointed Head of the Markets Department at the European Securities and Markets 
Authority (ESMA), taking responsibility for secondary markets, market integrity and post-trading. 
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Hans Buysse. Partner at Clairfield Benelux. Vice Chairman of the Belgian 
Association of Financial Analysts (www.abaf-bvfa.be), EFFAS Board 
member and Treasurer (www.effas.org), XBRL International Board member, 
member of the ESMA Corporate Reporting Standing Committee’s 
Consultative Working Group (www.esma.europa.eu) and Board member of 
EFRAG. 

Hans has more than 20 years of banking and Corporate Finance experience 
within the energy & utilities sector, telecom, real estate and 

infrastructure.  He has extensive experience in Structured Finance, Financial Restructuring, Strategic Advisory, 
Valuations and PPP. He started his career at KU Leuven, as a research assistant, moved to Generale Bank in 
1992 (Corporate Banking, Group Treasury (financial markets) and Central Credit Department). He cofounded 
the Corporate Finance division at Deloitte & Touche Belgium in 1997, worked as a partner for KPMG Corporate 
Finance up to 2007 and at NIBC Bank Belgium where he was head of Advisory.  He holds a master degree in 
Applied economics, specialized in finance, a master degree in management and a degree in Tax. He is a 
Certified European Financial Analyst (FSA accredited) and teaches at both the Vlerick Business School and the 
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. 

Dr. Tibor Dessewffy. Tibor is sociologist and Chair at the Department of 
Social Psychology at ELTE Faculty of Social Sciences. He received his PhD. 
from the University of Amsterdam in 1997. He was a visiting fellow of Boston 
University and New School for Social Research. In 2010 he was a Fulbright 
scholar at USC, Los Angeles. His main fields of interest are media, theories 
informational societies, social media, and cultural effects of technological 
development.  

He was the founder of the ELTE-ITHAKA, Information and Network Society 
Research Center, devoted to issues related to technology and society, Youth, 
Internet and the Information Age. Dr. Dessewffy had been the leader of the 

Hungarian section of the World Internet Project for ten years, an special advisor of the Ministry of Information 
and Communication and  member for of the National Council for Telecommunication and Informatics (NHIT). 
Presently he is a member of the European Council in Foreign Relations and one of the founders of the Spinelli 
Group, a federalist initiative for Europe. His works are focusing on Big Data, social media analyses and new 
phenomena of the digital life.  

http://www.abaf-bvfa.be/
http://www.effas.org/
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Dr. Leef H. Dierks. Leef is Professor for Business Administration, in 
particular Finance and International Capital Markets, at Lübeck University 
of Applied Sciences. Guest lectures led him to the Zhejiang University of 
Technology in Hangzhou, China, amongst others.  

In between 2010 and 2013 Dr. Dierks served as Global Head of Covered 
Bonds at US-investment bank Morgan Stanley in London. Between 2006 
and 2010, he worked as a Vice President analyzing the European fixed 
income markets at Barclays Capital in Frankfurt. In 2006, Leef earned a 

doctoral degree (magna cum laude) for his research on “The impact of trust as a determinant of consumer 

behavior under uncertainty – an empirical analysis of consumers’ reactions to a random external shock in 

Europe” at the Christian-Albrechts-University at Kiel. Dr. Dierks studied economics as well as business 
administration at the Universidad Torcuato Di Tella in Buenos Aires, Argentina and the Christian-Albrechts-
University at Kiel from 1997 to 2003. Within the scope of his diploma thesis, he investigated the “Predictability of 
Currency Crises” at the Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW). 

 

Dr. Guenther Dobrauz-Saldapenna, MBA. Guenther is a Partner with 
PwC Zurich and Leader of its Legal FS Regulatory & Compliance Services 
practice.  Member of the Specialist Committee “Legal & Compliance” of the 
Swiss Funds & Asset Management Association and a Lecturer in both the 
MBA and LL.M. courses at the University of Liechtenstein 

He is focused on leading and supporting the implementation of large scale 
regulatory changes and compliance alignment projects at Swiss and 
international financial institutions with particular focus on EU regulations 
such as MiFIDII, EMIR, AIFMD, PRIPs and UCITS, US regulatory initiatives 

such as the Dodd Frank Act and FATCA and Swiss regulations such as CISA/KAG, FIDLEG/FFSA, 
FINIG/FINIA and FINFRAG/FMIA. 

Before joining PwC Guenther held a similar position at another Big4 company, Legal Counsel of an international 
hedge fund group for several years and Managing Partner and Legal Counsel of a Swiss Venture Capital firm.  
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Nicolas Floquet. CEO and founder Partner of Stanwell Consulting, 
specialized in strategy and transformation for the Financial Services 
sector.  

After ten years (1987 - 1996) in Andersen Consulting (Accenture), he 
left as a senior manager specialized in the banking and financial 
services industry to join Coopers & Lybrand. Later he became partner at 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, participating to the constitution and 
development of the financial services consulting practice in France and 

managing major transformation and strategic projects with most of the largest financial institutions in Europe. In 
2002, he turned Partner in IBM Business Consulting Services for the banking and insurance practice in France.  

 

Ralf Frank. Secretary General & Managing Director, DVFA. 

Ralf Frank joined DVFA in 2002. He has been Managing Director of DVFA 
since 2004, and Secretary General of the association since 2011.  

Prior to his current positions Ralf held several senior management  
positions at a US-American industrial machinery manufacturer and senior 
staff at a pan-European management  consulting firm. He studied in 
Brussels, Essen, Manchester and Sheffield and an M.A. in Sociology & 
Communications from Essen University and an MBA from Sheffield Hallam 
University. 

He is author of several articles and publications on finance, banking, financial communications, and 
sustainability. He is an appreciated speaker and panelist in Germany and abroad. 

Ralf represents DVFA in several committees such as the Advisory Board of the German Financial Market 
Authorities BaFin, the Investors & Markets Advisory Committee (IMAC) of Deutsche Boerse. ln the past years 
he served as Best Practices Board of XBRL lnt. and as Council Member of the International integrated 
Reporting Committee (IIRG). 
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Philippe Giraudon. Developing Finance and Corporate Development 
Advisory & Training services between Rhône-Alpes/Switzerland and Paris 

Philippe is Adviser to company owners-managers, financial analysts, 
bankers, wealth managers and entrepreneurs. Strategy & Corporate 
Development in Corporate Banking/Banking in London & Paris. 
Responsibility for Europe Intra-Group Sales (incl. Corporate Banking, 
Private Banking and High Net Worth Retail). M&A, Leveraged Acquisition 
Finance and financial markets in London, Paris and in relation with 
China/Asia. Coverage of Private Equity Funds (studied potential LBOs/P2P, 
followed-up French and European portfolios).  

 

 

 

Dr. Andreas G. F. Hoepner is an Associate Professor of Finance at the 
ICMA Centre of Henley Business School. He is currently also serving as 
the Senior Academic Fellow to the United Nations supported Principles for 
Responsible Investment and as Senior Associate to the University of 
Cambridge’s Programme for Sustainability Leadership. He received his 
PhD from St Andrews in June 2010,  

Andrea´s research has won several awards including a 2012 Academy of 
Management Best Paper Proceeding, a 2010 PRI Academic Research 
Award, and 2011 and 2012 PRI/FIR Research Grant Awards. He publishes 

interdisciplinary in journals such as Ecological Economics, European Journal of Finance and Journal of 
Business Ethics and he is co-editor of the Cambridge Handbook of Institutional Investment and Fiduciary Duty. 
He has presented professionally relevant insights from his research to many international organisations such as 
Allianz Global Investors, AXA, Bloomberg, China Industrial Bank, China Securities Regulatory Commission, 
Deutsche Bank, Generation Investment, Hermes, IFC, MSCI, Nordea, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, Scottish 
Widows, Shanghai Pudong Development Bank or United Nations Global Compact. His presentations and 
interviews have been translated into Chinese, Danish, French, German and Japanese. 
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Frank Klein. Managing Director. Global Client Group. Deutsche Asset & 
Wealth Management. Since 2008 he has been a board member of the 
DVFA and since 2011 EFFAS Board member. Frank is working for 
Deutsche Asset & Wealth Management, which he re-joined in 2007. Having 
held a position within Deutsche Asset Management as Global Head of 
Product Management, he is currently working in institutional distribution 
(Global Client Group) for German corporate clients. 

Prior to this, he spent eleven years (1996-2007) at Sal Oppenheim 
Kapitalanlagegesellschaft KAG, where he served in a number of positions: 

German and European equity portfolio management for domestic and foreign institutional clients, Head of mid 
and small cap team, Oppenheim Research: Head of equity buy side research. Before joining Sal Oppenheim, 
Frank Klein worked for Deutsche Bank AG (1984-1996) in a broad range of positions, mainly in the Asset 
Management area. Besides that, he has been a speaker at a number of national and international conferences. 

 

Dr. Maria Isabel Martínez Torre-Enciso, is since 2015 Marisa is Vice-
president of the group ACdP, an educational nonprofit institution founded in 
1933 composed of three private universities (Madrid, Barcelona and 
Valencia), ten colleges and other schools, where study more than thirty one 
thousand students and Vice-president of the European Federation of Risk 
Management Associations  (FERMA), that brings together the Risk 
Management Associations of Europe of 22 countries, representing over 
4500 individual members and a wide range of business sectors. She is also 
Member of the Board of Directors and Finance Director of Inmobiliaria 
Universitaria SAU (IUSAU) and  Member of the Board of Directors, Training 

Director, member of several commissions at Spanish Risk Management Association (AGERS), Madrid, Spain. 
Dr. Martinez has 20 years experience as Course Instructor in several private companies and she has 
participated in more than 150 presentations in Conferences and more than 1000 hours in courses.  

Marisa holds a MBA in Financial Markets and received her Ph.D. in Business and Economics from the 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid, U.C. and she has published more than 100 papers, analysis and books in 
Corporate Finance, Risk Management, Emergency and Continuity Management, plus other areas in Spanish and 
International reviews.  
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Susana Peñarrubia Fraguas, CFA. Senior investment manager focusing 
on European Equities – ESG Funds and Utility Industry at Deutsche Asset & 
Wealth Management. 

Susana joined the Company in 2001 after 3 years of experience as sales 
person for multiproduct fixed income sales at Dresdner Kleinwort Benson. 
She is equity portfolio manager for European ESG and also runs the 
Postbank Dynamik Vision and the European ESG institutional funds.  

She was awarded by Institutional Investor Magazine as “Best of European 
Buy side Analyst” in the year 2005 and 2006. Furthermore, in 2010 and 
2011 she was recorded in the 75 so called “TopGun”  most influential Buy 

side specialists in Europe. Member of the Arbeitkreis „Integrated Reporting“ of the Schmalenbach Gesellschaft , 
DVFA Kommission Responsible Investing and DVFA Kommission Corporate Governance. Referent EFFAS 
ESG Training Program Valuation, Measurement and Valuation. Furthermore, she teaches at UNED (MEMFI 
/Asset Allocation). 

 

Ramón Pueyo. Partner of Governance, Risk and Compliance of KPMG in 
Spain. Ramón has seventeen years' experience in corporate governance 
and corporate social responsibility. His main areas of focus have been 
corporate governance, ethics and integrity, sustainability and non-financial 
issues in financial markets and investment decisions. Before joining KPMG 
in 2005 he worked for six years for the research institution providing ESG 
research on Spanish companies to, amongst others, the FTSE4GOOD 
Index.  

He has led several engagements on ethics and integrity due diligence and corporate governance for some of 
Spain’s largest companies in the energy and infrastructure sectors. He has provided services on ESG strategy 
and approach for the investor relations departments of several Spanish blue chips in the infrastructure, banking 
and energy sectors. He is regularly invited as a speaker at CSR conferences and seminars, both nationally and 
internationally and has been a lecturer on microeconomics and a regular contributor to the Spanish press, 
particularly in Cinco Días newspaper, where he writes a monthly column, and is the author of “Lobos 
Capitalistas. Historias de Éxito y Locura”, a non-fiction book on behavioral economics. 
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Bertrand Sluys. Fuchs & Associés Finance S.A. Bertrand has more than 25 
years experience in financial markets.  He worked for 15 years in the asset 
management department of General Bank and Fortis Bank as a portfolio 
manager and strategist. He developed option trading strategies based on 
fractal theory and behavioral finance. Later, he joined the Fortis Bank 
dealing room to manage Bank’s equity using his option’s models 

Bertrand has recently built with two partners I4G Asset Management. He is 
now managing client’s account using his option’s models. Bertrand is also 
lecturer at Vlerick Business School and gives different conferences on option 

strategies and behavioral finance.  

 

 

Astrid Tostmann founded Tostmann, The Executive Finder GmbH (TEF) in 
2009 in Frankfurt and opened the Zurich office in 2011. TEF mainly 
concentrates on top tier executive placements in the financial industry in the 
areas of Asset & Wealth Management. The focus is also on the Legal, 
Compliance, Tax, Audit Risk, Finance, Operations and HR sectors for all 
industries.  

Before founding Tostmann The Executive Finder Astrid was with Heidrick & 
Struggles International, where she was employed at the Frankfurt office, for 
eleven years. From 2007 as a partner, she was responsible for “Legal, Risk 

& Compliance” and “Asset & Private Wealth Management” in Germany, and from 2007-2009 also in EMEA. 
During this time, Astrid handled many top projects and was able to build up a solid network in the financial and 
legal sectors - spanning the German market and beyond.  

Astrid Tostmann studied law and business administration in Freiburg, Hamburg and at the Université Paul-
Valéry, Montpellier. She started her business career with a trainee programme at Gruner+Jahr AG & Co KG, 
Hamburg, followed by assignments with the same company in marketing as well as research and services, 
before she moved to HR consulting. 
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Francisco Uría. Head of FS in KPMG Spain, Head of legal practice for the 
financial sector and co leads the AQR task force in KPMG at EMA level. He 
has extensive experience on financial regulation, particularly in those areas 
related to the banking sector, capital markets and insurance sector. He is also 
a recognized specialist in antitrust law, area where he has published several 
publications. 

 Francisco is State Lawyer (currently leave of absence), holding in the past 
relevant positions in the Secretary of State of Economy, the Spanish Tax 
Administration and the Legal Services of the State.  He has also hold charges 

as Technical General Secretary of the Infrastructure Ministry (1999-2000). Technical General Secretary of the 
Finance Ministry (2000-2002), Deputy Secretary (Undersecretary) of the Ministry of Finance (2002-2004), 
General Vice Secretary and Chief of the Legal Department in the Spanish Banking Association (AEB) (2004–
2010). He was also Deputy General Secretary and Head of Legal and Tax of the AEB and member the 
European Banking Federation Legal Committee (2004-2010), Chairman of the AEB Tax Committee and 
member of the European Banking Federation Fiscal Committee (2005-2010). 

 

Claudia Volk, Associate Director, Thematic Research, Sustainalytics GmbH 
Frankfurt. Since her transition to the Thematic Research Team in autumn 
2015, Claudia oversees as project manager, the field Content Innovation. 
Before, Claudia managed the Financials Research team that comprised up to 
10 analysts worldwide. In addition to that, due to her many years of 
experience in ESG research and in the financial world, she has been involved 
in the improvement of Sustainalytics’ research product, contributing to the 
production of thematic research pieces and supporting client services and 
management. 

Before joining Sustainalytics, Claudia worked 15 years in the equity research department of West LB, 12 years 
of that as equity strategist / financial analyst. Since 2002, she has focused on responsible investment and was 
co-responsible for establishing the firm’s extra-financial research product. 
Claudia has an advanced degree in Economical Mathematics from the University of Bayreuth (Germany) and 
is a Certified European Financial Analyst (CEFA). 


